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Today’s Format: Creative Rounds
In a 15x15 presentation format, participants will present 15 images, 
then talk about each for 15 seconds. In other words, there are 225 
seconds to tell a story, any story, with visuals guiding the way. Thank 
you for joining us to  celebrate community and conversation. 

to THINKER  THURSDAY
WELCOME CREATIVES!

Artists, designers, filmmakers, architects, writers, 
innovators…welcome to Thinker Thursdays, our 
freeform creative presentations and more formal  
critique sessions.

MEET THE THINKERS

at

Helen Molesworth 

lemonade

Helen will be talking about staying sane during a global pandemic.

Helen Molesworth is the Curator-in-Residence at Anderson Ranch Arts Center. Prior 
to her work at the Ranch, she was the Chief Curator at The Museum of Contemporary 
Art (MOCA), Los Angeles from 2014—2018. While at MOCA, she organized the large 
group show “One Day at a Time: Manny Farber and Termite Art” and the critically 

acclaimed Kerry James Marshall and Anna Maria Maiolino exhibitions. From 2010—2014 she was the Barbara Lee 
Chief Curator at the Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) Boston, where she assembled exhibitions of artists Steve 
Locke, Catherine Opie, Josiah McElheny and Amy Sillman, and the group exhibitions “Leap Before You Look: 
Black Mountain College 1933—1957”, “Dance/Draw”, and “This Will Have Been: Art, Love & Politics in the 1980s”. 
Her writing has appeared in publications such as Artforum, Art Journal, Documents, and October. Molesworth has 
also been involved as faculty in the Ranch’s Critical Dialog program since 2017.
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Sarah Broughton 
an exchange of PersPective

Architecture is humanity’s imprint on the earth. It exists in context with its surroundings 
and responds to the needs of those who inhabit it. At every opportunity a thoughtful, 
purposeful approach to the design process must be taken. Exchanging perspective 
and ideas provides the strength, the courage, the passion to craft new experiences. 
An Exchange of Perspective is an immersive experiential exhibition space that 
inspires, resonates, informs, transforms, and allows for insight and understanding 

for exchange, provides a living environment that transcends space, that blurs the boundaries in which to reflect, 
communicate, share.

As Founding Principal of Rowland+Broughton, Sarah is a licensed architect and interior designer with over 20 
years experience. She is involved in the design and execution of award-winning projects, from custom residential 
to hospitality to historic preservation. Sarah is a community leader and a champion of elevating the design 
profession.

umar raShid 
a history and cosmology of the colonial world according to 
Umar rashid.

I’ll be talking about my reinvented history and it’s origins through the realm of the 
terrestrial and the cosmic. Also, I will talk about the things that have inspired me, 
how I manage to make new stories, working through a pandemic and where I’m 
going. 

Los Angeles-based artist, storyteller, history buff, musician, and poet Umar Rashid 
(Frohawk Two Feathers) was born in 1976 in Chicago. He earned a BA at Southern Illinois University in 2000. 
Rashid has created a narrative focusing on the colonial history of the Frenglish Empire—a fictionalized empire 
of his creation that combines France and England. His portraits, drawings, flags, maps, battle scenes, and other 
artifacts continue the long history of Frengland—an ongoing project Rashid began working on in 2006. Rashid’s 
work is in the collections of the 21C Museum, Brooklyn Museum, Conseil Regional de la Guadeloupe, Hudson 
River Museum, Mount Holyoke College Art Museum, Nevada Museum of Art, Ruth and Elmer Wellin Museum of 
Art at Hamilton College, Santa Barbara Museum of Art, and Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art, among others. 
Rashid’s work has been reviewed in numerous publications including Art in America, The New York Times, and 
The Los Angeles Times.

Julie Winokur 
Bring it on

When Julie Winokur’s 17-year-son called her the most politically intolerant person 
he knew, she took the challenge with gusto. She packed a small folding table into 
the back of her car and started traveling the country, inviting people to sit down 
and talk politics. Bring It to The Table is the result of her efforts to slay the partisan 
monster within.

Julie Winokur, Founding Director of Talking Eyes Media, has been a storyteller for 
over two decades, as a magazine writer and documentary filmmaker. Her work has appeared on media outlets 
including PBS, National Geographic and The New York Times. She is a National Geographic Explorer and has 
been on the faculty of Rutgers University-Newark and ICP.
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Marty Sherwin 
we will die, BUt we will sink them all

On the most dangerous day of the Cuban Missile Crisis (Saturday, Oct 27, 1962) 
only good luck prevented the beginning of World War III.

Marty Sherwin, University Professor at George Mason, is one of America’s leading 
writers on nuclear history. His books include A World Destroyed: Hiroshima and 
Its Legacies; the Pulitzer Prize–winning American Prometheus: The Triumph 
and Tragedy of Robert Oppenheimer (with Kai Bird); and (forthcoming in Sept) 

Gambling with Armageddon: Nuclear Roulette from Hiroshima to the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Sheida Soleimani 
sanctUaries

As a place of safety, a sanctuary can be many things. Refuges and shelters for political 
prisoners, or spaces in which living things are cared for. Sheida will be sharing 
source images, new photographs, and wild bird photos that all inspire her newest 
series 'Levers of Power', which situates politician's gestures in conversation with the 
citizens they are harming. These new photographs have also started integrating 
with her own practice as a licensed wildlife rehabilitator, where the philosophy of 

care taking has been likened to governance.

Sheida Soleimani (b.1990) is an Iranian-American artist who lives in Providence, Rhode Island. The daughter of 
political refugees who were persecuted by the Iranian government in the early 1980s, Soleimani makes work 
that melds sculpture, collage, film, and photography to highlight her critical perspectives on historical and 
contemporary socio-political occurrences in Iran and the Greater Middle East. 

Salwan Georges 
staff PhotojoUrnalist for the washington Post

Like much of America, Congress slowly adapted to the new normal as the 
coronavirus swept across the country and into the halls of the Capitol. On a late 
Friday night in mid-March, more than 400 lawmakers packed the House floor, 
approving the second major rescue plan. No one wore a mask, all stood or sat 
shoulder to shoulder, maybe elbow bumping instead of shaking hands. By early 
May, everything had changed — the House was deemed unsafe because it has so 

many members, and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), wearing a mask, began convening daily 
GOP huddles across the street in a massive hearing room so senators could follow social-distancing guidelines. 

Salwan Georges, is a Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist for The Washington Post. He studied journalism at 
Oakland University in Rochester, Michigan. His work on the Middle Eastern communities in the United States 
has been exhibited at the Arab American National Museum and has been added to a collection at the Library of 
Congress in D.C.


