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Today’s Format: Creative Rounds
In a 15x15 presentation format, participants will present 15 images, 
then talk about each for 15 seconds. In other words, there are 225 
seconds to tell a story, any story, with visuals guiding the way. Thank 
you for joining us to  celebrate community and conversation. 

to THINKER  THURSDAY
WELCOME CREATIVES!

Artists, designers, filmmakers, architects, writers, 
innovators…welcome to Thinker Thursdays, our 
freeform creative presentations and more formal  
critique sessions.

MEET THE THINKERS

at

AccrA Shepp 
The Covid Journal

And now we face another crisis or perhaps now we might say crises. The viral 
pandemic has been joined to an unraveling of the old social order. These crises, 
they do seem to pile up quickly in this century. The polar ice caps and glaciers 
continue to melt and sea levels continue to rise. In 2008 there was the economic 
meltdown, fomented by a corrupt banking system and bankrupt political machines. 
The pandemic threatens to bring us back to that moment of economic despair, 

while the protests for social justice offer a possibility of forward movement - perhaps.

At this inflection point in contemporary history, I’m hoping to create an image of what the change and flux look 
like here in New York.

Born and based in New York City, Accra Shepp has exhibited worldwide. His work is in MoMA, The Art Institute of 
Chicago, and The Victoria and Albert, among others. A Fulbright Fellow, he has received various grants including, 
Art Matters, Artadia, and the New York Foundation for the Arts.
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Whitney JohnSon 
life in The Time of Corona

The ongoing COVID-19 crisis has resulted in most of our photographers being 
restricted in their movements. At Nat Geo, we wanted to support our photographers 
and to document history. We partnered with Magnum Photos to create “Diary of 
Quarantine” a series of work that explores: a quiet world; strength in community; 
healing through nature; recognizing our essential workers; and family. Here’s a 
sample of that work.

Whitney Johnson is the Director of Visuals at National Geographic. Under her leadership, National Geographic 
has earned two Ellies and the Angus McDougall Overall Excellence in Editing Award and was a finalist for the 
Pulitzer Prize for Feature Photography. Previously, she was the director of photography at The New Yorker. 

chriSty MAhon 
STanding reSilienT

Lesson from the backcountry and what the mountains can teach us.

A Colorado native, Christy Mahon moved to Aspen and started pursuing a love of ski 
mountaineering. She became the first woman to ski all of Colorado’s 54 fourteeners 
and was among the first to ski all of Colorado’s 100 highest peaks. During the week, 
Christy is a passionate environmental advocate.

cArA DeSpAin 
Carbon PainTingS

I will present on the field work, research and creation of my Carbon Paintings series, 
some of which I worked on while in residence at Anderson Ranch. This work is created 
from burnt debris collected from burn scars in urban interface zones and forests. 

Through writing, research and field work, Cara Despain creates film and video, 
sculpture, photography and installation addressing issues of land use and ownership, 
climate change, visualizing the Anthropocene and frontierism. She was born in Salt 

Lake City, Utah and currently lives in Miami, Florida and works between the two.
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DeAndrea Carr 
idenTiTy

In this presentation contains three different series of my work: “Self as Abolitionists”, 
“About Place” and “Riveting Revival”. I also included two separate documents of 
work made in 2017 and 2019 (both related to my history as an African American).

Chicago based artist, DeAndrea Carr uses her artistic abilities as a social platform 
She recently  graduated from The Chicago High School for the Arts. Her  evolution 
in photography resulted in many exhibition opportunities, including a full-ride 

scholarship to the wonderful Anderson Ranch. She will continue her artistry while minoring in photography at 
Clark Atlanta University this Fall.

yoonMi nAM 
wood+PaPer+box, a long-diSTanCe CollaboraTion

I will talk about wood+paper+box collaborative that I have been a part of since 
2013. wood+paper+box consists of artists Katie Baldwin, Mariko Jesse, and Yoonmi 
Nam. I will discuss how we collaborate from afar and share some projects that we 
completed.

Yoonmi Nam is an artist whose work considers cross-cultural experiences and a 
sense of transience through observations of everyday objects and occurrences. Nam earned a BFA from Hong-Ik 
University in Seoul and an MFA from RISD. Currently, she is a Professor of Art at the University of Kansas.

Jess Dugan 

TouCh and inTimaCy

In this presentation, Jess T. Dugan will share a selection of images focusing on the 
idea of touch and intimacy.

Jess T. Dugan is an artist whose work explores issues of identity, gender, sexuality, 
and community through photographic portraiture. Their work is regularly exhibited 
internationally and is in the permanent collections of several major museums 

throughout the United States. www.jessdugan.com


